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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Application No. Applicant(s) 

09 849,508 PETERSON ET AL. 

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unii 

Jerry D. Johnson 1764 
- The l\AAILiNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

after Ssa i6.) MONTnS from tne niaiiirig date ot this conirTiufucdtion 

- If the period fcr reLJI_. spec;*iec! dbo'.e :ess ^^"i^n "^r^_, ■ da ,s. d ^eu' , :^^e s*c!./C' . -^^ '-^-^^./^^ of t^^ ^, 30 ca,b a t;e ^c^^s Je^ed f '^^e^ , 

- f WZ per.oc for repi'. .s specified dDo.e. tne niaxirr.urr, statutor, period /..ii appi. anj .mu expire Si a ..6.. MONThS from tne rnamng date of tfi'S comrTiLinication 

- ^a .v-re to rep,, /.ith n tne set o^ e^te^^ded penod fo-- --epi , .*,! : o, stat..te. ca.,se t'^e app caf.o-^ :o decor le ABANDONED' i35 U S C ^ '33' 

- Any reply received py the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this comiTiumcation. even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned pater^t ter-i^ adjus!f"ient See 3^ CFR l 704..P; 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to connmunicatiori(s) filed on . 



2a)LJ I ^is action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 48-59 is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 48-59 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to, 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner, 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner, 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1 )n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

ajQAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2, n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received, 

15) [I] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U,S,C, §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s} 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q lnter\'iew Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s), 



2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) H Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) □ Other: 



PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 5 




Application Control Number: n^) S4^).50S Page 2 

Art Tnit: 1 "^64 

The follow ing is a quotation of 35 I '.S.C. 103(a) w hich forms the basis tor all 
ob\ iousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) .X patent ma\ uol be obtained thouiih the itnenlion not identieall) diselosed or desenbed as set torth m 
seetion liC ot^this title, it'tl^e dil'tereneeN bet\^een ihc ^Libjeet matter soiigbt to be patented and the prior art are 
SLieh that the subieet matter as a uhole would ha\e been ob\iOLiS at the time the in\entu>n was made to a person 
ha\inu ordinar\ skill in the art to whieh said siibieei matter pertains. Palentabi ht> shall not be neuatued b\ tiie 
manner m wbieh the iinenlion was made. 

dain^iS lS-5^-^ are reiCctecl uivJer 35 L S C H)^(a) as bcinLi. iinpatei^itable o\ er Si^^.i!!^. aivJ 
Cornwell. 

InitialK' it is noted that paper and paper products (e.g.. cardboard) are extremely well 
know n and commonU used as firestarter materials as well as primar\' fuel for a Hre. 

Smith, L'.S. Patent 2,91(),3(>5. is rehed on as teaching paper as a firestarter material 
(column 2, lines 23-30). 

Cornw ell, I'.S. Patent 4.7(i9,n44, is relied on as teaching fuel elements of cellulosic 
material including, inicr uUll paper and cardboard (column K lines 44-48) and treating said 
cellulosic material in a hammer mill or similar comminuting de\'ice (column 2, lines 3-7). 

It w ould ha\ e been ob\ ious to one ha\ ing ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
in\ ention w as made to form a firestarter from paper and cardboard, including cardboard w hich 
has been treated in a hammer mill, because paper and cardboard are both extremcK' well know n 
as clieap and easil>' ignitable sources of fuel. 

Applicant IS ad\ ised that should claims 49 and 52 be found allow able, claims 50 and 53 
will be objected to under 3^ (M-R 1 .^5 as being a substantial duplicate thereof When two claims 
in an application are duplicates or else are so close m content that the> both co\ er the same 
thing, despite a slight difterence in w ording, it is proper after allow ing one claim to object to the 
other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. Sec MPHP 706.03(k). 



Application Control Number: 09 S49.5()S Page 
Art I nil: 1 "64 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

An\' inquir\ concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerr> D. Johnson whose telephone number is (7()3) 308-2515. 
The examiner can normally be reached on ():()()-3:30, M-F, alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner^s 
super\ isor. Marian Knodc can be reached on (703 ) 308-43 1 1 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization w here this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-5408 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final communications. 

An\' inquir}' of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is(703) 308-()ih61. 

Jeh"\' D. Johnson 
Primar\' Examiner 
Art I nit 1764 

JDJ 

December 10. 2002 



